The role of adaptability and communication in fostering cohesion in families with deaf adolescents.
The families of 325 adolescents enrolled in local public high schools throughout the United States were surveyed to assess the relationship between the communication modes used by families and family cohesion. Cohesion is defined here as the degree of emotional bonding among family members. In a path analysis, family cohesion was predicted by the mother's use of sign language. In turn, the child's degree of hearing loss and the child's mode of communication predicted the mother's use of sign language. Based on the use of the FACES (family adaptability and cohesion evaluation) inventory and a parent communication questionnaire, the authors conclude that mothers who sign tend to be more family oriented.